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exert, drawing in some and repelling others, produces results on
the societal fabric of a later time. The consequences react on
character, moral tone, life philosophy, ethical principles, and
ruling sentiments. Thus they affect the mores, or even enter
into them. The whole is handed on to the rising generation to
be their outfit of knowledge, faith, and policy, and their rules
of duty and well living.

203.  Ideals.  An ideal is entirely unscientific*   It is a phantasm
which has little or no connection with fact.   Ideals are very
often formed in the effort to escape from the hard task of deal-
ing with facts, which is the function of science and art.   There
is no process by which to reach an idoal.   There are no tests
by which to verify it.   It is therefore impossible to frame a
proposition about an ideal which can be proved or disproved.
It follows that the use of ideals is to be strictly limited to
proper cases, and that the attempt to use ideals in social dis-
cussion does not deserve serious consideration.   An ideal differs
from a model in that the model is deduced from reality but
within the bounds of reality.   It is subject to approved methods
of attainment and realization.   An ideal also differs from a
standard, for a standard must be real.

204,  When ideals may be used.   What are the proper cases
for the use of ideals?   Ideals can be useful when they are
formed in the imagination of the person who is to realize them
by his own exertions, for then the ideal and the programme of
action are in the same consciousness, and therefore the defects
of an ideal are reduced or removed.   Ideals are useful (a) in
homiletics, which are chiefly occupied with attempts at sugges-
tion.   In limited cases a preacher or teacher can suggest ideals
which, if apprehended' and adopted, become types toward which
young persons may train themselves.   Even then these cases
merge in the next class,   (b) Ideals are useful in self-education.
The idea is then taken up from books or from admired persons
by suggestion and imitation, or from autosuggestion, but gen-
erally from a combination of the two.   An ideal from autosug-
gestion produces enthusiasm.   The fantastic character of the
ideal, if the person is young, is unimportant.   His will is enlisted